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i lc Proceedings of the Briefs. Court. 1 i. 
NS A ard. to that of Spain, having brought Matters to 

=; I an Extremity,, that nothing. leſs than a Rupture 
aan be expected; it is thought not improper to — 4 

n liſh ſome of the Letters and Repreſentations, 

* AY q have: paſſed on that Occaſion, that every one may 
| NN freely and impartially judge, on which Side the Bl 
— fſnould lyc; or whether the Miniſters of Madrid, or 
Eo of London, will be anſwerable for all the Mufortunes of a War 

etween the. two N. Atjons.. | 
Inga the tranſlating theſe Papers, Care has been taken to keep cloſely 
not only. to the Senſe, but even as much as poſſible, to the Words, popes 
Expreſlions 3, and it muſt be look'd upon as a Circumſtance of, no. Diſ- 
. advantage to thoſe, who are willing ta ler the Wong judge of Barca, 


Actions, ſrom the moſt authentick Accounts. | 
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COPY of a Letter from the Marquis de la Paz to Mr, Stanho e, the 
„ 17 of Auguft, 1726. EO EK, 
: | 


E King my Maſter has received repeated Advices fince the 1th, 


That che Britiſi Squadron of Men of War, under the Command 


of Admiral Jennings, after cruiſing upon the Coaſt of Sr. Andero, and 
coming very near that Port, did afterwards enter into that of Ft. Auto- 


nio (upon Pretence of taking in freſh Water) without meeting any Op- 
poſition, or receiving any Damage from the Forts upon thoſe , 
the Commanders of that Place having readily confented to it, in Confi- 
dence of the Friendſhip and good Correſpondence they knew to ſubſiſt, 
and to be cultivated -on the Part of his Majeſty with the King of Great 
Britain, in which Confidence they thought themſelves confirm'd by the 
Proteſtations of Peace made by Admiral Jennings. However, the King 
my Maſter finding it neceſſary for his future Conduct, to know imme- 
_ diately and certainly, the Intention of his Britannick Majeſty by this 

Proceeding, and the true Deſign of this Squadron, has commanded me 
to ſend this Courter to your Excellency, and to write this Letter in his 
Name, that, in the Anſwer, which his Majeſty expects by the ſame 
Courier, your Nr may declare plainly, and without Diguiſe, the 
true Intention of the King your Maſter, and the real Deſign of this 


Squadron; and that incaſe your Excellency ſhould not immediately give 


ſuch a clear and categorical Anſwer, His Majeſty may take ſuch proper 


Meaſures as he ſhall judge neceſſary, and give ſuch Orders as ſhall be 


proper for his Service, I am, &. 


The fame Day, Mr. Stanhope, after repeating the Subſance of the Mars 


quis de la Paz's Letter, made the following Anſwer 10 it. 


705 JJ*O N which I have the Honour to acquaint you, that, as I have 
5 not received any Otders from the King my Maſter concerning ſuch 
a categorical Declaration as his Catholick Majeſty demands of me, I 
dare not take upon my ſelf to give it, even tho' I were informed of his 
Majeſty's Intentions in ſending this Squadron; but if it may be agreea- 
ble to his Catholick Majeſty, I will immediately diſpatch a Courier to 
London with your Letter, in order to receive from my Court Ordeis 
thereupon, without Lofs of Time; and in the mean time, his Catho- 
ick Majeſty may be aſſured, that the Admiral would not have ventured 


| [3] 2 
to make any Declaration or Proteſtation, which had not been entirely 

cConformable to his Inſtructions, and to the Intentions of the King. 

I chall be * ths uch obliged to you, Sir, if you will let me know to 


morrow, whe his Catholick Majeſty approves of my diſpatching a 


Courier to my Court in the manner I have now propaſed ; and, in this 


Caſe, you will be pleaſed to ſend me at the ſame time an Order for Poſt- 
horſes. I am, Sc. * - | | | | ; | 4 
The Marquis de la Paz repeating. in his Aufwer the Subflance of the forme 
| Letter, expreſſes himſelf to Mr. Stanhope on the 19th of Auguſt 1926, 

in the following Manner. = | 
H to the King my Maſter the Subftance of your Let- 
ter, he approves of your Propoſal, of ſending a Courier to Lon- 


don; and you will be pleaſed to mention, that as his Majeſty expects to 


be inform'd exactly of the Intentions of his Britannict Majeſty, with 
regard to the Squadron commanded” by Admiral Jennings, he defires 
likewiſe to know rhe Defign of the Squadron which has been ſent to 
the Feft' Indies; For if thefe Squadrons, as has been pretended, were 
fitted out witk no other View, but to fecure the Trade of the Britiſh 

Nation; as the King, my Maſter has never hitherto hindered, or di- 
ſturbed, the fair Trade, which the Subjects of England carry on in all 
his Majeſty's Dominions, but has only endeavoured to put a Stop to, 
and prevent a clandeſtine Trade in the Meſ Indies, which is prohibited 
ro Kit Nations whiatfoeyer by the Laws of Spain and the Indies, as well 
as by virtue of the Preaty of Peace and Commerce with England, all 
Prerence for theſe Squadrons ceaſes, and his Britiſh Majeſty may recall 
the Squadron ſent ro the Veit hier, for the Security of Trade, which 
his Majeſty has neither diſturbed” hitherto, - nor is now attempting to 
diſturb; and aporr theſe two Points, the King expects a direct and por 

ſitive Anfwer from His Briti5- Majeſty, in order to govern himſelf ir 
tis furure Deliberations; and until ſuch time as a poſitive Declaration 
is given, touching the Defigns of each of theſe Squadrons, his Majeſty 
has this Day thought fit to give Orders to all his commanding Officers 
on the Coaſts and Ports of this Peninſula, not to ſuffer the Squadron 
under Admiral Jennings, nor any Ship of ir, to come into any Port of 
Spain, bur in caſe of their defirmg freſſ Water; or any other Proviſi- 


ons, to allow them to ſend im their Boats; this being what his Majeſty 


has commanded me ro' acquaint your Excellency with for your Guidance. 
. A 2 SR 


| Madrid. This conſidered, with the Intrigues carried on by the Muſco- 
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 I:ſend you at the ſame time an Order for the Poſt-horſes, chat the Cou- 
trier may be diſpatch'd immediateix. "rf «al, | 


COPY. of the Repreſentation made by Mr. Stanhope #0 bis Catholick Mas 


HE under-written Ambaſſador Extraordinary, and Plenipotentia- 


Jeſty, on the 25th of September 1726. 


ry of his Britiſh Majeſty, having tranſmitted to his Court the Let- 
ters (Copies whereof are hereunto annexed) between the Marquis ds la 
Paz and himſelf, - on the 17th and 19th of Auguſt laſt, concerning the 
Arrival of the Britiſh Squadron upon the Coaſts of Spain, received Or- 


ders yeſterday by a ſpecial Meſfenger, to repreſent thereupon to your 


Majeſty, that the King his Maſter was greatly ſurprized, as well at the 
Style, as at the Subſtance of the ſaid Letters from the Marquis de la Paz, 
which contain Expreſſions and Demands not uſual between the Mini- 
ſters of Princes who live together in Friendſhip; and that the King 


cannot conceive how your Majeſty could be alarmed at the Appearance 
of Sir Jobn Jennings Fleet upon the Coaſt of St. Andero, ſince the 


Marquis de la Paz himſelf owns, that the Admiral had, immediately 
upon his Arrival, aſſured the Spaniſi Governours, that he was not come. 
with an Intention to commit any Hoſtility, but as a Friend, and with - 


a peaceable Diſpoſition, having been forc'd on thoſe Coaſts by contrary 


Winds, and by a Neceſlity of taking in freſh Water. 


That the King is ſurprized likewiſe, that your Majeſty can your ſelf 
be ignorant of the Reaſons, as well as not convinced of the Neceſſity, 
which obliged his Majeſty to make theſe naval Expeditions on Account 
of the Engagements ſome of the conſiderable Powers of Europe have 
for ſome Time entered into, and of which his Majeſty has complained 
ſo often, and ſo. loudly: The Armaments by Sea KV have been made 
in moſt of the Ports of Spain; the warlike Preparations, and the march- 


ing a conſiderable Number of Troops towards that Part of the Coaſt, 


which is neareſt, and moſt convenient for making any Attempt upon the 
Dominions of. his Majeſty ; the great Hopes conceived by the Emiſſa- 
ries and Adherents of the Pretender, who have boaſted very publickly 
of the Aſſiſtance they were to receive from your Side; their Perſuaſion 


of this, as it plainly appeared by the pernicious and indiſcreet Conduct 


af ſome among them, who have lately been received and favoured at 


wites 
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vitet, and the Reaſons his Majeſty has to ſuſpect the ill Deſign there was 
in ſending laſt Year the three Ships from Peter/burgh, firſt to Cadiz, and 
thence to St. Fndero: The Knowledge his Majeſty had laſt Winter, by 
the Confeſſion of the Spaniſh Miniſter, ' of an Offenſive Alliance made 
between the Courts of Madrid and Vienna, and that by a certain Arti- 
cle of this Alliance, there was an Engagement to employ open Force. 
to obtain Gibraltar for the King of Spain, which Place his Majeſty. 

ſſeſſes by ſo juſt a Title: The great Subſidies which have been furni- 
ſhed to the Imperial Court, and which do not appear to be due by vit- 
tue of any Alliance yet made publick: The notorious Infringements. 
which the Spaniſh Garde de Coſta have for a long time made on the Free- 
dom of the Trade and Navigation of his Majeſty's Subjects in the Weſt 
Indies; Infringements ſo frequently complained of, without receiving 
the Appearance of Satisfaction or Reparation. All which things taken 
rey are ſufficient to ſhew very clearly, the Reaſons which have 
=p 


— 


iſpoſed his Majeſty to take the Meaſures he thought proper, and to fix, 

out the ſeyeral Fleets which have been ſent to Sea: And his Majeſty's 
Subjects would have had juſt Cauſe to complain, if Care had not been 

"|| taken for the Safety of the Kingdom, and of their Rights and Proper- 
ties, which they found to be threatned, and in Danger. His Majeſty: 
therefore expects, that his Ships of War ſhall be allowed to enter into 

the Ports of Spain, according to the Manner ſettled by the ſeveral Trea- 

ties which actually ſubſiſt between the two Nations, 18. 

The underwritten Ambaſſador has likewiſe Orders to take this Qcca- 

ſion to repreſent to his Catholick l the Surprize of the King, 

that no Satisfaction has yet been offered for the extraordinary and un- 
juſtifiable Proceeding, of taking the Duke de Riperda by Force out of 
his Houſez a Proceeding of which he complained ſome time ago, by 
Order, and in the Name of his Majeſty. And laſtly, he has Orders 

to ſay, that the King is no leſs ſurprized at the Aﬀront done to his Con- 

ſul reſiding at St. Sebaſtian, who was obliged to quit that Poſt, and re- 

tire to Salamanca, contrary to the Law of Nations, and to the Tenor 


af Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns. 


At Madrid, the 25th of September 1726. 
M. STANHOPE. | 
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the 30th of September 1726, upon the foregoing Repreſentation. 


81 RN, 
JN purſuance of your. Excellency's Deſire in your private Letter to 
me of the 2zyth Inſtant, I did immediately la re the King my 
Maſter your Excellency's Repreſentation addreſſed to his Majeſty, as 
the Anſwer your Excellency was to give to what I had, by his Maje- 
ſty's Command, writ to you on the 17th and 19th of Auguſti, Copies of 
which Letters, together with your Anſwer of the r7th, are hereunto 
annexed, as being the Baſis and Foundation of the Repreſentation made 
by your Excellency, in purſuance of Orders from the King of Great 


Britain-received the 24th: of September, by the Return of the Courier 


you had ſent to London. His Majeſty being fully informed of the Con- 
dents of the ſaid Repreſentation, tho' he had Reaſon to expect an An- 
ſwer from the Britiſh Court, more clear, more poſitive, and more ſatiſ- 
factory, was not however ſurpriz d, nor did it at all appear ſtrange to 
him, conſidering the ill Diſpoſition and Intentions: which the Engliſe 
Miniſtry have for ſome time ſhewn in all. their Proceedings, notwith- 
ſtanding their Endeavour to palliate and diſguiſe the ſame hy Expreſſions 
and Proteſtarions of Friendſhip,, which have been literally made uſe of 


on the preſent Occaſion, inſtead of a fincere and friendly Explanation, 


as had been deſired, of the Deſigns in view, by ſending the Squadrons: 
under Admiral Hop/on and Admiral Fennmegs, ro the Weſt: Indies, and on 


rhe Coaſts of this Peninſiua. His Majeſty is ar preſent apprizcd of rhe! 


new Shifts and ſpecious Pretences imermix'd' with Complaints which. 


haye no Foundation, and are entirely contrary ro the: Candour and Sin- 
cerity religiouſly obſerved by: his Majeſty towards his Friends and Allies, 


but very agreeable to the Genius of the Exgliſi Miniſtry, and to the 
weak Pretences and exaggerated Reaſons which they had heaped toge- 
ther, to perſuade the Parliament of imaginary Dangers threatening the 
Britiſh Crown and Nation, thereby the more readily to obtain a Conſent 
to the very great, but very unneceſſary Expences which: have been made, 
in fitting out ſo many different Squadrons. But yet all this notwithſtand- 
ing, his Majeſty has directed me to declare to your Excellency what the 
Force of Truth, and the Uprightneſs of his Intentions have ſuggeſted 
to his Conſideration, concerning the Suſpicions which his Britt Ma- 
jeſty expreſſes of the Conduct of this Court. 


COPY of ihe Anſwer L the Marquis de la Paz to Mr. Stanhope, 
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In the firſt Place, it is ſet forth wirh great Exaggeration, as if great 
Naval Armaments had been made in the Ports of Spain, when nothing 
is more certain, and more publickly known, than that no extraordinary 
Armament has been made, nor any thing ot this kind done, that could 
give the leaſt Umbrage to Great Britain, tho“ the numerous Squadrons, 
which were at the ſame time fitting out with great Diligence in the 
Ports of Great Britain, ought to have given his Majeſty Reaſon more 
than ſufficient, for making ſuch Preparations and Diſpoſitions on his Part, 
as are pretended ; eſpecially ſince, by the Reports ſpread at that Time 
in all Parts of Exzrope, the Dominions and Rights of his Majeſty, both 
in this Kingdom and the Indies, were threatned: And theſe Reports 
ſeemed to be farther confirmed by the Courſe taken by the two Squa- 
drons abovementioned, the one having appeared on the Spaniſb Conti in 
the Weſt Indies, as the other has done on that of theſe Kingdoms. 

The fame Reaſon might ſerve to juſtify the marching of a conſiderable 
Body of Troops towards the Coaſts which lye neareſt to Great Britain; 
bur in this Caſe it muſt be very particularly obſerved, as a very juft 
Ground of Complaint on the Parr of the King my Mafter, that the 
March of Troops was occaſioned by the Arrival of the Engliſh Squa- 
dron before St. Andero, which alarm'd and rous'd us from that Tran- 
quillity and Security we depended upon, as was very evident from the 
little Precaution taken in theſe Parts, where there were no more Troops 
than barely ſufficient for Garrifons, and ſuch as ſome paſt Occaſions have 
made neceſſary even. in time of Peace, to ſecure thoſe Places, and the 
Docks for building of Ships, which are in the Neighbourhood, againſt 
any farther Surprize or Danger, As to the Pretender, it is not poſſible 
to charge his Majeſty, upon the leaſt Foundation of Truth, with the 
* any Step, or giving any Encouragement, much leſs of furniſhing 
real Aſſiſtance to * his Pretenſions, or any Deſigns he may have 
. the Crown of Great Britain, it being very certain, that the 
Conduct his Majeſty has obſerved to the Emiſſaries, who are pointed aty 
tho not particularly named in your Excellency's Repreſentation, is the 
moſt authentick Teſtimony of his Majeſty's ſincere and religious Friend- 
ſhip to the King of Great Britain ; but his Majeſty cannot anſwer for; 
nor ought he to be charged with, Reports which the Emiſſaries of the 
Pretender may ſpread to encourage and animate one another; neither is 

it poſſible to conceive what Foundation there can be to fuſpe& any ill 
Deſigns, or to impute to any ſecret Intelligence in that View, the ad- 
| 5 mitting 


mitting into the Ports of Spain, the three Merehant Ships from Maſco- 


y, which, according to the Method obſerved towards all Nations in 
Friendſhip with the Court of Spain, came into the Port of Cadiz, and 


went afterwards into that of St. Andero, to carry on their Trade; there 


muſt indeed be a very ſtrong Inclination to form Suſpicions and Appre- 


-benfions, when any can be raiſed upon fo innocent an Occaſion. 


As for the falſe Confidence which the Duke de Riperda thought fit to 


make to your Excellency laſt Winter, about an Offenſive Alliance, and 


a poſitive Engagement of the Emperor, for the recovering of Gibral- 
tar, his Majelty has already endeavoured to undeceive his Britannick 


Majeſty in that Particular, he having no other View, than to engage 


his Britiſh Majeſty to repeat thoſe Acknowledgments he has already 
made, from which neither the King my Maſter, nor the Spaniſh Nati- 
on will ever deſiſt. As very confiderable Sums of Money have been 
lately ſent and employ'd by his Britiſ Majeſty in France, Pruſſia, Swe- 
den, Holland, and other Places, ro promote and accompliſh his Deſigns, 
and yet the King my Maſter has never had the Curioſity to enquire into 
the Motives of theſe Expences, he thinks it the more ſurprifiog, that 
His Britiſh Majeſty ſhould now demand of him an Account of any Sum 


of Money he may or may not have ſent by way of Subſidy to the Emperor. 


The Complaint made againſt the Garde de Coſta, whoſe Proceedings 


are repreſented as Infractions of Treaties, and Violations of the Freedom 


of Commerce, is the molt unjuſt that can be imagined; for what have 
theſe Ships done, but, in purſuance of their Duty, in hindering only, 
as well as they could, the clandeſtine and unwarrantable Trade of- all 
Nations to the Spaniſo Weft Indies? A Trade very ſolemnly and ſtrictiy 


1 by ſeveral Treaties; and yet the Conditions of which have 


itherto been ſo much eluded, to the Prejudice of his Majeſty and his 
juſt Rights, by Frauds ſo inſolently attempted within his Dominions, 
without any Endeavour, on the Part of his Britiſh Majeſty, to remedy 


\ 


other Powers in thoſe Parts. | 5 oh | A, 

. Your Excellency concludes with declaring a new Occaſion of Sur- 
prize in his Britannick Majeſty, that no Satisfaction has yet been given 
about the taking the Duke de Riperda out of your Excellency's Houſe; 
but as the King my Maſter's Reſolution in that Affair was taken upon 


mature Deliberation, and was entirely juſtifiable before God and the 


World, as well as ſo perfectly agreeable to the Law of Nations, there 


this Abuſe in the Conduct of his own Subjects, as well as in thoſe of 


can 
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Bim, that the Galleons would ſtay there, becauſe there were twelve Engliſh 
_ Ships abroad, which ſent to demand _ Ship of Permiſſion, and @ Packet- 
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| cam be no Pretence of any Wrong done to your Excellency's Character 
of Ambaſſador, or of violating the Protection due to the Arms of Great 
Britain. Upon a due Conſideration therefore of the Reaſons which his 


Majeſty was pleaſed, in his great Goodneſs to communicate to the Pub- 
lick, by the circular Letters T writ by his Orders to his Miniſters in 
foreign Courts, and particularly ro London, for the Information of his 
Britiſh Majeſty, and of the Miniſters reſiding at that Court; his Maje- 

does not think fit to ſay any thing more, or to enter into any further 
Reaſonings. about that Affair, there being no Foundation or Neceſſity 
for any ſuch Satisfaction as is pretended, But that the Conduct of the 
King my Maſter may be farther juſtified by Facts, and that, by the 
fame Rule, an equitable Judgment may be form'd of the Intentions of 
his Brit; Majeſty, and of the Deſigns of his Squadrons, his Majeſty 
has commanded me to ſend to your Excellency the annexed Copics of 
authentick Advices, which have been received from the Havana, ſince 


- your Excellency's Repreſentation was delivered; from whence it may 


appear, whether the Proceedings of Admiral Zofier, with his I 
at Portobello, are becoming a Prince, who gives ſuch ſtrong Aſſurances 
as his Britiſh Majeſty has done, and who complains ſo much of Infra- 
Qions on the Part of the King my Maſter, without being able to prove 

the leaſt Act of Hoſtility, or even Want of due Attention, or any Fact 


which is not perfectly agreeable to the beſt Intelligence and good Cor- 


reſpondence between the two Nations. Upon the Foundation of t his 
Fact, and the Hoſtilities beforementioned, and which have been further 
confirmed in the Veſt Indies, and which his Majeſty cannot but conſider 
as a Violation of the good Correſpondence and Peace between the two 
Crowns, his Majeſty will find himſelf obliged to take ſuch Meaſures as 
may be moſt ſuitable to the Honour and Dignity of his Crown, as well 


as neceſſary for the Security of his Dominions, and of his ee a3 un- 
* 


leſs his Majeſty ſhall without Delay give Orders for a ſpec 
and Satisfaction. I am, c. 


COPY of a Letter of Don Antonio Serrano, Commander of a Squadrorr 
: at Havana, the 8th of Auguſt 1720. | 


4 E Firf of this Inſtant at Night, the Governour gave me Notice, that- 
he received a Leiter from Portobello, dated the 16th of July, telling 


Redreſs 


beat, 
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boat, "which were in that Port, which was granted them. That of thoſe 
twelve Ships four Fregats were detach'd, which cruiſed along the Coaſt from 
Portobello to the Iſle- Forte and Carthagena. | 
That one of our Fregats, and two Bilanders, having ſet Sail from Por- 
tobello to Chagre, they were followed by an Engliſh Ship, which being 
come up with them, ſhe obliged them to return to the ſame Port from whence 
they came, without doing them any other Damage. | 
- That the Engliſh Shallops went into, and came from Portobello, and 
that the Engliſh land, and go where they pleaſe. That Monfieur Aldarete, 
the Preſident of Panama, was at Portobello, and that Don Antonio Ca- 
ſtaneta was not then arrived there, neither had they any Tidings of him. 
Another Letter from Portobello 20 one in this Town, gives almoſt the 
ſame Account, and ſays farther, that the Treaſure was carried up to Cru- 
ces, which is ſeven Leagues from Panama. | — 


A COPY of the Declaration of Don Diego Ramos, made before the 
Juſtice Ordinary of the City of Trinity of Cube, the 28th of Fuly 1726. 


7 E Gentlemen Juſtices immediately obliged Don Diego Ramos, Inba- 
bitant of this City, and Paſſenger in the Ship mentioned in the Pro- 
ces, to appear. They, according to Law, put him to his. Oath, by Ged 
our Lord, and the Holy Croſs; and having examined him upon the Subject 
in Queſtion, he made his Depoſition as followeth:  , *- © 
That he was in Portobello, when he diſcovered twelve Engliſh Men of 
Mar at Sea, which happened on Trinity-Sunday ef this preſent Tear, four 
Ships of the Line, and twelve Fregats. That the ſame Day, finding they had 
caſt Anchor at Baſtimentos, the Preſident of Panama ſent a Meſſenger to 
them, to aſk the Chief Commander what they had to do upon thoſe Coaſts ? 
He made Auſayer the next Day, that they came by Order A their Sovereign, 
to guard the Ship of Permiſſon, which was incorporated with their Galleons, 
This Anſwer was brought by ar of the ſame Sguadron, among 
whom was an Engliſh Factor of Carthagena, of #he Aſſiento de Negros, 
iu a Boat which entered into the Port. And having been aſk'd, they an- 
ſwwered, that there was no War between the two Crowns, That they deli- 
wer'd up to them the Ship of Permiſſion, and another Engliſh Packet-boat, 
which was in the Port; and the Preſident ſeeing that they ſtiil continued t0 
 ftay there, he ſent to. aſk what Motives they had to Iye at Anchor on the 
Coaſt? They made Anſwer, that they could not leave it till farther Orders 
From their Sovereign. That four of theſe Ships kept 2 Guard from Baſti- 
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mentos as far as V'Iſle-Forte on the Coaft of Carthagena, ont of Sight e 
the Land. That the Engliſh of the Squadrons come as often as they pleaſe . 


in their Shallops, into Portobello, and walk about there, without having 
any Regard for the Preſident, and the Generals, and Admiral of the Galle- 


ons. That a little Shallop cuming from St. Eſprit, and which drew near 


Portobello, was ta ten by them ; that they open d the Letters, and let her 


come away, after they had enquired for M. Caſtaneta, whether he was come 
from Spain with the Squadron which is expected in the Spaniſh America. 
That wanting Victuals at Portobello, they held a Council of War, wheres 


in they reſolved to demand of the Engliſh Squadron a free Paſſage for the 


Spaniſh Ye/els to go for Proviſion to Carthagena; which the Engliſh Ad- 
miral granted, but upon Condition that they would go with the ordinary 
Balaſt, without either Money or Fruit; and that; in a Mora, all the Mo- 
tions of the Engliſh Squadron denoted a Rupture, This is what the Witneſs 
had ſeen the ſame Day that be left Portobello, to come to this Town of 
Trinity. At the ſame time twelve Bilanders, with two Spaniſh Convoys, 
hoiſted Sail to go te Chagre, loaded with the Merchandiſe which they trauſ- 
port from the Galleons to Panama, one of the Ships of the Line of the Eng- 
liſh Squadron, which lay abroad, began to chaſe them, and all the Ships re- 


| turned back, and fled to Portobello, where moſt of them entered; the ref 


paſs'd juſt by the Ship, which did not purſue them, and ſbe put ber ſelf un- 
der the Artillery of the Caſtles, and afterwards boiſted Sail, and went our. 
The Ship in which the Witneſs was, continued its Courſe, and knew no more 


than what he has depoſed' and declared, which is publick, notorious, and 


_ confiflent with Truth, upon the Oath he took. The Reſpeft and the Impor- 
tance of the Service of His Majeſty were declared to him at the ſame tine 


that he was put to bis Oath. He is Twenty Four Tears of Age, and ſign d 
it with the Gentlemen Faſtices, Bernal Fernandez, Diego Ramos, Anto- 
nio Sevaſtiano de Cala, Notary Publick. - | 1 


To this laft Letter of the Fſarquir- de ls Pas Anſwer has been deli. 


vered by Mr. Stanhope, which probably will be publiſhed with the Re- 


ply to it; in the mean time F ſhall take the Liberty of offering ſome 


few Conſiderations on the Purport of theſe Papers. 


J Think it appears very plainly, that the Exgliſi Miniſters are much at 
a Loſs, to find any tolerable Pretence for the great Expences they 
have put their Nation to by their warlike Expeditions. They mult ac- 
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knowledge, that the Court of Spain has a Right, by Treaties, to hinder 
any clandeſtine Trade to their Weſt Indies; they will not pretend to ſay 
that the Engliſh have not attempted ſuch a Trade; and if the Gardes de 
Coſtas have happened to-go beyond the Bounds of their Duty in ſome 
particular Inſtances, thoſe Treaties have provided, that Juſtice ſhall be 
done in an amicable Manner; but the Complaint is in general Terms, 
without e any Caſes or Times in which the Wrong was done, 
or the Juſtice refuled: This Complaint too is, by their own Confeſſion, 
of a long Standing: How comes it then, that the Remedy they now 
pretend to be ſo proper and neceſſary, has not been ſooner applied? 

The Engle Men of War, which have been conſtantly ſtationed at Ja- 
maica, ſeem to have been ſufficient for ſuch a Purpoſe, or at leaſt might 
have been ſo, and have ſav'd ſuch an extravagant Expence as that of 
Hofier's Squadron. But let us conſider how this Squadron has been em- 
ployed for the pretended Purpoſes of protecting Trade againſt the Gardes 
de Coſtas Is it cruifing in the proper Stations for ſuch a Deſign? So 
far the contrary, that Admiral Hofer has not only taken his own Squa- 
dron, but carried likewiſe the Ships formerly on theſe Stations to Porto- 
belle, where he has committed direct Hoſtilities againſt the Crown of 
Spain, leaving in the mean time the Trade not only expoſed to the Gardes 
de Coſtas, but even to Pirates, Upon this Head I cannot but obſerve that, 
as the Marguis de Ia Paz's Letter repeats more than once, in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner, that the Trade to the Weſt Indies is expreſſly prohibited ro 
all Nations whatſoever, by the Laws of Spain, and of the Indies, as 
well as by many Treaties: This contradicts very fully what has been 
pretended, as if the Vienna Treaty of Commerce had given the Empe- 
ror's Subjects a Liberty of trading to the Spaniſh Weſi Indies. 
Let us conſider next, whether the Exgii Miniſters give any better 
Reaſons for the Deſign of Admiral Jenningss Squadron. They ſay at 
firſt, that the Admiral did not come upon the Spaniſh Coaſt with an In- 
rention to commit any Hoſtilities, but as a Friend, and with a pacifick 
Diſpoſition, having been forced upon that Coaſt by contrary Winds, 
and a Neceſſity of taking in treſh Water. | | 

It is to be obſerved, that the Admiral had not been long at Sea when 
he came upon the Spaniſh Coaſt, ſo that it may ſeem very extraordinary 
that he. ſhould fo ſoon be reduced to a Neceſlity of taking in freſh Wa- 
ter at the Port of St. Antonio; and if he was driven on that Coalt by 
' Contrary Wings, it will be very hard to gueſs what his direct Ng Y 
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ſhould have been. This would remain a Doubt among the Arcana In- 
perii of ſome great Stateſmen, unleſs it is to be explain'd by the ſubſe- 
quent Part of Mr, Stanbope's Repreſentation, which enumerates ſeveral 
pretended Reaſons for this Expedition. *% 

But what are thoſe Reaſons ? Great naval Armaments had been made 
in the Ports of Spain, and a conſiderable Body of Troops ſent to thar 
Part of the Coaſt, from whence an Attempt might molt eaſily be made 
upon the Britiſh Dominions, What became then of thoſe great Arma- 
ments? There has been no Appearance of them at Sea, nor are we told 
that the Engliſh Admiral diſcover'd any within the Ports. The Engliſ 
Miniſters ſurely will not ſay that theſe Deſigns were ſtopped by the vigo- 
rous Reſolution of the Parliament; for then the Expence of this Squa- 
- dron was altogether unneceſſary, to obviate Dangers which were over ma- 
ny Months before; and as for the March of Troops towards the Coaſts, 
they themſelves had very fully accounted for it, by what was publiſhed 
in their moſt authentick News- papers, of the great Alarm which their 
Squadron had given to the Spaniards, and which indeed was the- only 
Effect the Publick has yet known of that Expedition. Thus do they 
pretend to draw Reaſons for their Actions from the neceſſary Conſequences 
of them: They alarm the Spaniſh Coaſts, and when they are aſked, why 
they did ſo ? Their Anſwer is, becauſe the Spaniards have, upon that 
Alarm, endeavoured to put themſelves into ſome Poſture of Defence. But 
muſt not the King of Spain be allowed to keep any Garriſons in ſuch 
Parts of his Dominions as are faid to be the neareſt to thoſe of Great 
Britain? Would the Engliſh think this kind of Reaſoning ſufficient to 
debar them from fitting out Ships, and having Garriſons at Plymouth and 
Port/mouth ? But ſay the Engliſs Miniſters, we had very great Reaſon to 
ſuſpe& and apprehend ill De gn, becauſe three Mu/covite Ships had been 
at Cadiz and St. Andero, and the Pretender's Emiſſaries had conceived 
great Hopes, and boaſted publickly of the Aſſiſtance they were to re- 
ceive, the Proof of which appeared by the pernicious and indiſcreet Con- 
duct of ſome of thoſe Emiſſaries at Madrid. I mutt indeed allow in this 
Caſe, that the Engliſþ Miniſters are the moſt proper Judges, how far it 
was neceſſary to ſecure the Kingdom againſt the r of three Ships, 
and the indiſcreet Conduct of the Pretender's Emiſſaries; but I muſt 
ſay, that the Court of Spain has hitherto judged very differently of the 
Power and Strength of the Britiſh Nation, as well as of their Affection 
and Fidelity to their preſent Sovereign: And if the indifcrerion L. the 
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Pretender's Emiffarics is of ſuch a dangerous Conſequence, his Cauſe is 


not in ſo languiſhing and deſperate a Condition as it has been generally 
Jook'd upon 85 be. ur ched ſurely it would have been more becoming. 
the Prudence and W iſdom of the Eng Miniſters, not to have diſcovers» 
ed this important Secret, to a Court which they have been provoking. - 
by all ſorts of ill Uſage, They would likewiſe do well to conſider, whey 
ther the Pretender has not more indiſcreet Emiſſaries, and many able and 
taſt Friends in other Places, which the Engiiſh Nation hath formerly ſuf- 
_ pected with great reaſon, tho' their Miniſters have at preſent thought fit 
ro bing themſelves to them, by amoſt intimate, not to ſay, a moſt de- 
ERIN. .<;-- ie nt nonretfictd eden oof io ff wet 
There is no need of obſerving any thing in Addition of what is ſaid 
in the Papers themſelves, about the Offenſive, Alliance, and the Engage- 
ment for. recovering Gibraltar by Force: The £ngii/& Miniſters do not, 
Iam perſuaded, imagine any ſuch n could be thought neceſ- 
fary. in a Caſe where the Promiſe of the King their Maſter was already 
engaged. But I cannot help taking ſome Notice ot the Article about 
the Duke de Riperda, that the Engliſb Miniſters ſhould concern themſelves 
in ſo very extraoidinary a manner, for the Protection of one whom they 
had always look'd upon as the chief Promoter of theſe Meaſures, of 
which they had, as they ſay themſelves, , complained ſo often and loudly : 
His Favour in the Court of Spain was once their great Complaint, his 
rec is now become their Grievance. Rats. pon e eee, 
ut we are not to be ſurpriſed at Inconſtencies, when Men are endea- 
vouring to find Reaſons in others for the wrong Meaſures they them · 
felves have firſt taken. 20 ſer out with Aſſurances chat Admiral Jen- 
zings. came upon the Coaſt of Spain as a Friend, and by Accident. they, 
then pretend to give Reaſons for his comiug there in a hoſtile manner; 
at laſt, conclude, that for-rheſe Reaſons, they expect his Ships ſhould be 
admitted into the Ports of Spain, by virtue of Treaties. ot Peace and 


. Friendſhip between the two Nations. ef 

Much wight be ſaid to ſatisfy the World of his Catholick. Majeſty's. - 
 fincere Diſpòſition and particular Endeayours to preſerve that Peace and, 
Friendſhip ;; but for this there may be ſogn a more proper Occaſion. :, 
However, allowing every Article of Mr, Stanbope's Repreſentation to be, 
. excepted which ſuppofes the Court of Sgain to have actually: * 
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orm d Defignsfor an Attempt agaiolt the Britiſi Nominions in; ſavour of 


1% . we Pretender, and which the Exgliſb Miniſters know as well as I to be 


entirely 
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entirely groundleſs) I would leave to the Judgment even of Exgliſpmes, 
who have the true Intereſt of their Country at heart, whether theſe 
pretended Grievances might not have been adjuſted, without Squadrons +. 
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and hoſtile Operations? and yet, if join'd all together, they are not ſuf- 
ficient to involve the Nation in the Expences and Calamities of a War, 
the whole Burthen of which they are moſt likely to bear, and yet they 
the leaſt likely to receive Benefit, even from the Succeſs of it. (And 
tho” I have been told, a Great Miniſter of theirs was lately pleas'd to de- 
-|- Cclare) that if the Nation a few Years hence ſhall owe Fifty or Sixty 
Millions, yet they will conſider, that the preſent Expence, and the In- 
creaſe of their Debts will not be the worſt, Conſequence of the War, 
for otherways they may loſe for ever ſome of the moſt valuable Branches 
of their Trade, which no Treaties can afterwards recover, when they 
are once got into another Channel, and that our Manufadtures are eſta- 
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